For those who believe in Christianity, OUR Purpose

it is wise to rember the basics. We are commited to exploring our origins in

| consider myself an explorer and learer.  gypernatural Creation; helping others through the
There are lots of things to learn. DH LI26SNI 2F 2dzNJ / NBII 12 NDRA A

] our identity & purpouse.
What are the four basics

of the Christian faith?
Nature of God,
Scripture,
Incarnation/Christ,
Salvation

Story Group

2¢ 3 people share their stories each week

e Background: family, spiritual origins
e Now: your place in your journey/story
Future: growth, hopes, expectation/vision




Imagine it is your Senior year in high school, you wake up
in a your house all alone in your bed. As you rub sleep
from your eyes you smell smoke and your eyes shoot

open. You scramble to you feet, only to be stopped cold
by dark cinders and a breeze blowing in your face. Half of
your house is burned to the ground, miraculously you’re
still alive, you stumble into the living room, a hole burned
in the roof lends you a view of the sky. On the kitchen
table you find a letter. It says you have a full ride
scholarship to any of the top 5 schools in the nation.

| need a bold volunteer, a future actor or actressomeone who likes theatre
Act out as someone narrates, then ask audience questigBagbe use some students as props

fnat does our
player need to
ass tnemselves
to figure out
tneir story?

-




Everyone has a story- some seem exciting, some seem boring

You are not the only writer of your story

Left on‘o werdften write horrible stories, Why?
)

Whatiare'Some of your favorite stories? Why?

What is in these stories that intrigue us?

New Moon, Harry Potter, Avatar, the Matrix,* Star Wars,*
Christmas, Beauty and the Beast, Christ, Alice in Wonderland, gre
biographies, etc.

*A Restored identity

What are the parts of a story?

Plot¢ purpose Protagonistantagonist villain etc..



What kind of story does God care about?

31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the
angels with him, he will sit on his glorious throne. 32 All
the nations will be gathered before him, and he will
separate the people one from another as a shepherd
separates the sheep from the goats. 33 He will put the
sheep on his right and the goats on his left. 3% “Then the
King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are
blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom
prepared for you since the creation of the world. 3> For |
was hungry and you gave me something to eat, | was
thirsty and you gave me something to drink, | was a
stranger and you invited me in, 3¢ | needed clothes and
you clothed me, | was sick and you looked after me, | was
in prison and you came to visit me.” Matt 25

The same evidence, but radically different
conclusions.
Why?- different assumptions and beliefs

A Comparison of the Two Main Views:
handout from my book & ¢ KS { LI NJ
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Two very different stories:
lNaturaﬂistic Evolution
VS Creation

Handouts:

Worldviews

Comparison of Creationd Evolution




A world view is how we make sense of everything around us. It is what we base our beliefs, hopes and truths on.
A world view is why two people looking at the same evidence can come out with different views and conclusions.
You never come to the table with nothing. There is no vacuum when it comes to the human experience.

This really matters in the realm of science and exploration, truth and knowing. The question is not whether you can g
rid of your bias, but can you see your bias for what it is, a world view, and go beyond it to explore other world views
and ideas, being open enough to consider their credibility, origins and conclusions.

What follows are three worldviews which encompass all of the other subsets. Others have explained this better; this i
just a skeletal outline. | encourage you to explore further.

NaturaliSm: The world and the observable universe came about by
only natural processes. All that exists are time, matter and energy. There is no
supernatural in any form. In this camp are atheists, naturalistic (Darwinian )
evolutionists, and some agnostics.

What this world view believes about:
. Origingd everything came about by chance out of matter, energy, and tiy
These have always existed, origin unknown.

. Humansd t he fAimost evolvedo of the | iving creatures ol
A product of chance whose only purpose is to survive.

. Moralityd morality is tied to survival. The fittest survivor decides the morality. Everything is relative. Right and
wrong, good and evil, life and death are just preferences. There are no injustices or wrongs. The majority or the
strongest impose their preferences of morality on the weaker. It is just nature being nature.

o Deathd the end of all things, existence ceases, ending any imagined or created meaning or purpose
. Lfed you are fAigodd (the most evolved) so seek your
. Directive® The only real things are what can be observed in naturalistic/material science. Survival of the

fittestd survival of the survivors is the driving force. Chance is the only force or known. The eartfeinvgll
supersedes that of any one species, aka, humans. We may be the problem and may need extermination.

PantheisSm: there is some kind of force, energy or multiple entities which may or ma.y;

not have brought about the world and the observable universe. They may be part of it as weli;, b

353

deities, often Mormonism, etc.

What this world view believes about: |
e Orignsd a few creation mythol ogi es, but many
address this issue.

e Humansd lower evolutions, part of the system of all things, we must stay in balanc
harmony with all things.



W .

Morality & it varies upon your evolution level.

Deathd maybe the end, maybe not. Definitely the end of your personality as the universe recycles your energy ol
essence.

Lfed seek to be at balance with the universe and wit
the downward spiral of reincarnation. Which evolved entity or force do you listen to in this worldview? Nothing is
for sure; just seek peace and love and hang loose, however that is done.

Directivesd There is something out there bigger than us. Some great observations about humans, nature, and th
universe, but not sure what to do or where to go with them.

MOHOthEism / The One: All existence, reality, knowing, time, energy and

matter, start from one being. This being (alien) has always existed, always been, and has no ¢
being is outside of time, space, and matter. Life, light, love, relationship, choice, and all things 1
their source or origin in this being.

What this world view believes about:

Originsd All of time, space, energy and life come from this source. Th¢
Creation is a reflection of the creator, but not the same as the Creator.

Humansd A special reflection of the creator, designed to be in a uniqu
relationship with the creator.

Morality 8 Light and dark, good and evil, right and wrong exist outside
the human experience and we live the happiest and best when we disc
and align ourselves with the harmony of the universe and choose to li
connected with the source of life and reality.

Deathd the result of separation from the Source. A consequence of choice, our choosing to seek independence
from the origin of all things. A transition resulting in rebirth or restoration of all things lost, broken, stolen, or
destroyed because of human independence from Lifeo:
annihilation.

Life & the opportunity to discover your purpose and connect with the Creator, living out your hopes and dreams
and gifts to your fullest potential.

Directived learn to live in love, connected to the Source, live in balance and harmony with nature and your fellow
humans. Reflect the love, life, and glory and relationship given to us by the Creator, exploring and living in wonde
at all that is around us.

Note: Of the three main beliefs, Islam, Judaism and Christianity, only Christianity holds to a being who has love and
relationship at its core in a trinity of three personalities of the same essence in perfect harmony with each other,
showing themselves to humanity in one Creator. A truly alien and-twisting concept. In contrast Islam and

Judaism (to some extent) have only one being with love being one trait of that lmeiclg more like the Greek gods of
Olympus who loved and hated and had no core nature.
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A Comparison of the Two Main Theorie

Note: there are many variations between the two, such as theistic evolution, which try

adopt characteristics of the other.

Key: In discussing naturalistic evolution and creation theories it will be helpful to distin
some sets or differences in the animal kingddvtarg: see page 11)

The broadest sets are invertebrates, vertebrates. f
Then mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians, fish, arthropods, starfish, mollusks, segml {
worms, roundworms, flatworms, jellyfish, sponges. /

Then kinds/ baramins: dog, primate, cat, horse, cow, spider, whale, turtle, lizard, bll’d( O
Then species: swan, house cat, doberman, draft horse, ape, blue whale, crocodile, et(“-—Q &

More info: http://www.answersingenesis.org/gahswers/topic/createekinds
http://www.answersingenesis.org/home/area/cfol/clspecies.asp

Naturalistic Evolution:

Assumptioni Time, matter and energy have
always existed, and somehow defy the lawg
of entropy.

This model allows for no outside or
intelligent intervention (supernatural). Only
time, matter, and energgnly the natural.

Universe: from the big bang origin point
out of fAnothingo
Billions of y.0. 8 to 20 billion y.o.

Earth & Solar System: just one of many
solar systems and planets, which by chance
happens to be in a life zone.
Billions of y.0. Earth Approximately 4.3
Billion y.o.
nontlife chemicals and

J/*})y\g’s
Billions of y.o.

minerals, possibly in the dee
Al | l' i fel compl ex orT

Life: By chance arose from \k
oceans.
from norlife 1 single cell.

|
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Creation Assumptiorni A creator

being (outside the universe) has always
existed, no beginning and no end.

This model allows for supernatural
intervention in nature and claims that the
Creator used natural and supernatural

I ; j o .V{
means in the origin and development of the universe and life on earth
and even outside of it.

Universe: from an origin point, spoken into existence (created) out
of nothing.

Could be billions y.o. or young, thousands y.o. In the Bible, the Earth
is talked about first, and the planets, sun, and stars show up later. It
could be that they were created billions/millions of years before and
their light reached earth on the day described in the Bible
naturalistically. There are some great scientific observations for a
young universe that is thousands of years old. There is also the
supernatural nature of the Creator, beyond the access of science.

Earth & Solar system: designed
specifically for life and humanity.
It could be millions or thousands of ==
years old. According to the Bible,
the earth was formless and void, b
doesndt say for
day / night cycle was started by the
Creator initiating time measuremen

and life.

Life: designed and specifically created.
Thousands y.o.

All life (simple and complex organisms creat
a@Ad desigred withitheir kings/(@iginale d

design) before genetic entropyhe Fall

possibly introduced mutation and degenerat




Natural Selection:In nature one or more traits will
be favored and/or selected out because of
environmental conditions.

Adaptation: A | i vi ng organi sm
selection. An internal system will enhance traits so
that the organism / animal/ human survives better.
(Scientifically observed within kinds, called
speciati on. D a waelfiton 6 s
Chihuahua.

Mutation: change within an organism on the
genetic level. Scientifically no new genetic
information has ever been observed to be added t
an organism by mutation. It works with the existing
information. Mutations can be beneficial, neutral,
or harmful. The huge majority are harmful.

Naturalistic evolution proposes that these three
mechanisms can change one kind of creature into
another and that they cagiven enough timetake
one celled organi sms
range of different kinds of creatures. This is
referred to as macro (large) evolution, and
differentiated from micreevolution, which happens

within kinds from the three forces mentioned above.

Long periods of time: billions and millions of
years. With enough time the improbable or the
impossible become possibis the theory.

Fossil record: claims to be able to show millions of
years of life and geologic change, Millions y.o.

Tenants: the present is the key to the past
uniformitism. (Does not acknowledge that a
worldwide cataclysm happened, except whatever
wiped out the dinosaurs.)

Reality and morality originate
from nature. Existence is only i
life on this earth. Death ends
everything. There is no preor
post- existence, no
supernatural.

Summary:

The key differences between evolution and creation theories are the pre = <. EEE
existence of a supernatural creator versus a completely naturalistic worl( -
Billions of years versus thousands for the origin and development of life ks

and the universe. They differ on the scientific viability of natural selectiol ZE=EZIE
m ulife & dingle cell otganism te the |
multiplicity of complex organisms we see today and in the fossil record.
They interpret the fossil record and past events differently.

adaptation and

Natural selection:imported from the Fall. The result of sin
and separation from the Creat

In nature one or more traits will be favored / selected out

geca]usg fgn[vi{o%n}?ntatl cgndiHo $ [Ij'qjsz;it§ both models

and is nerther evolutionary or creationary.

Adaptation: an amazing design feature enabling creatures to

frqochyCo}g aéd%pt t%r}aturfa Qﬂ"iH‘iQ kinds) dog, horse, cat, turtle
etc.

A living organismbés reactd.
system will enhance traits so that the organism / animal/
human survives better. (Scientifically observed within kinds,

on

call ed speciation. iwolfoar wi nds
Chihuahua.)

Mutation: a mechanism designed to assist adaptation.

Harmful mutations (possibly all) are the result of the Fall
humanés choice against the Cr

and the planet and ushering in degeneration and mutation. All

am Othin%seW9r_% qre&(tjgdbto thiﬁ Oé)tm]aliu?? tancgJI pugpose, but now

are iverglng or degenerating.

Change within an organism on the genetic level. Scientifically
no new genetic information has ever been observed to be
added to an organism by mutation. It works with the existing
information. Mutations can be beneficial, neutral, or harmful.
The huge majority are harmful.

Short periods of time:for life, and possibly other processes

Fossil record: no intermediates, but many varieties of
creatures affected by a global flood, many not in existence
today. Mostly laid down by a global flood catastrophe.

Tenants: The present is very different from the past. It has
been affected by entropy/degradation and global and local
catastrophic events of the past.

Reality and morality originate from the Creator. The
supernatural exists, and an afterlife as humans being made in
the image of the Creator are designed to exist in a relationship
of love and dependence with their Maker forever. The world
will be restored and the story will continue and, probably,
expand into the rest of the universe as humanity continues to
learn and explore the universe created.

Big Bang
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Sun, moon, Sea and flying Land animals
and stars creatures and Man

land
Earth and plants






